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BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

i. TARTAK. 

OF the gods imported into the province of Samaria, according 
to 2Ki. 17, all have been identified 1 or at least philologi- 
cal!)- explained (Adad-Melek, Anu-Melek) except the deities 
of the Awwites. For these Hommel has, most recently, offered 
an explanation from the Sumerian (OLZ, 1912, 118). But I 
would suggest for pJllfl the much more pertinent identification 
with the great Syrian deity Atargatis, /"Ifljnriy. For the loss of 
the initial guttural compare the Greek by-form AepKeroo while 
according to Aramaic law it may have been dissimilated from 
the following J? into X (cf. also Noldeke, Syr. Gram. § 37), and 
so easily lost. In the second syllable the consonants have suf- 
fered metathesis, producing an easier vocable. For the inter- 
change of J? and p we may compare the Greek renderings with 
the palatals <j or /.- and recall the frequent early-Aramaic equi- 
valence of J? and p, e. g. Np*lK. As HJ1J? is doubtless non- 
Semitic (Hittite?) the J? is an attempt, like the Greek palatals, 
to represent a foreign sound. If this conjecture be correct, we 
have in Tartak the earliest reference, by many centuries, to the 
great Syrian goddess. 

2. The Wailing of Hadad-Rimmon. 

The "mourning of Hadad-Rimmon", or rather, as is now 
recognized, Hadad-Ramman, of Zech. 12 n, has so far received 
no explanation. The wailing rites suggest Tammuz-Adonis, an 

1 For Sukkoth-benoth, see this Journal, 1912, p. 141. For Ashima 
= Zi/ii;, the Syrian deity that has at last been identified from late names 
and texts, see Meyer's review of the data, Der Papyrusfund von Ele- 
phantine, 58, n. 2, and for the explanation of the name see Grimme, 
OLZ, 1912, 14, Lidzbarski, Ephetneris, 3, 260. 



